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Are	you	tired	of	watching	Netflix?	Have	you	binged	enough	Amazon	originals	for	the	entire	year?	Have	you	already	rewatched	Avengers:	Endgame…twice?	Looking	for	something	a	bit	more	interactive	to	do	while	quarantined?	If	you	want	to	play	some	games	with	friends,	find	the	five	best	multiplayer	online	games	available	on	the	App	Store	below.
With	the	assortment	listed	—	which	takes	into	account	a	variety	of	tastes	—	at	least	one	should	be	to	your	liking.		A	Monopoly	game	is	seen	during	the	Monopoly	U.S.	National	Championship	Tournament	|	Alex	Wong/Getty	Images)	1.	Monopoly		Monopoly	is	available	on	the	App	Store	for	$3.99.	Given	the	hours	of	enjoyment	this	game	will	supply,	4
bucks	isn’t	really	too	much	to	ask.	Tell	a	handful	of	friends	to	download,	and	you	can	play	—	with	up	to	four	people.	However,	when	your	friends	aren’t	available	for	a	game	of	chance	and	negotiation,	feel	free	to	play	with	the	AI	characters	or	a	select	group	of	complete	strangers!		While	Monopoly	can	be	one	of	those	stressful	games	—	ending
friendships	for	life	—	it	will	give	you	something	else	to	stress	about	for	a	few	hours…not	a	bad	tradeoff,	right?	2.	Scattergories		Where	are	the	word	wizards	out	there?	If	you’re	able	to	conjure	nouns	at	the	snap	of	your	fingers	starting	with	a	specific	letter,	this	game	is	for	you.	Quick:	name	a	female	celebrity	whose	name	starts	with	F!	How	about	a	city
starting	with	an	R?		The	online	Scattergories	game	allows	you	to	play	with	strangers	or	friends,	but	you	can	only	play	with	one	person	at	a	time,	which	is	a	bit	of	an	upset	considering	the	tangible	boardgame	allows	several	people	to	participate	at	once.		3.	Mario	Kart		That’s	right,	Nintendo’s	Mario	Kart	is	available	on	the	App	Store!	While	you	can	play
online	with	friends,	you	first	have	to	unlock	an	entire	cup,	which	equates	to	four	races	(so	it’s	worth	the	extra	time	you	have	to	put	in).	If	you	miss	the	good	old	days	of	playing	video	games	with	your	college	buds	on	a	Wii	or	an	ancient	GameCube	console,	this	one	is	for	you.		4.	PSYCH!		If	you’ve	ever	played	Balderdash,	then	you	will	quickly	grasp	how
PSYCH	Works!,	which	is	another	game	from	Ellen	DeGeneres	(like	Heads	Up).	The	game	may	ask	you	to	come	up	with	a	plot	for	an	obscure	movie	title,	and,	you	will	get	points	if	your	friends	vote	for	your	synopsis	over	the	real	one.	You	also	get	points	for	selecting	the	correct	answer.	If	you’re	good	at	fibbing	and	even	better	at	deducing	the	truth,
you’ll	be	sure	to	like	PSYCH!.		5.	Spades	If	you	like	card	games	that	involve	strategy	and	bidding,	Spades	is	definitely	for	you.	Feel	free	to	google	the	lengthy	rules	if	you’re	not	already	familiar	with	the	game,	but	you	will	work	with	a	partner	to	win.	You	will	need	three	friends	(or	three	strangers),	or	you	can	play	with	AI.	Cards	are	a	fun	way	to	stay
entertained,	and	Spades	usually	takes	a	decent	amount	of	time	to	finish,	so	it’s	perfect	between	episodes	of	your	new	favorite	show!		PlayStation	5	owners	can	remotely	download	games	to	their	consoles	using	the	PlayStation	app—an	incredibly	convenient	feature.	Start	a	download	while	you’re	out	of	the	house	and	the	game	will	be	ready	by	the	time
you’re	home,	provided	there’s	enough	free	storage	space	on	your	system.	But	now	there’s	a	way	to	deal	with	that	problem	too.Until	now,	you	could	only	free	up	space	on	your	PS5	directly	from	the	console’s	settings,	but	the	latest	PlayStation	App	update	lets	you	delete	games,	apps,	and	other	media	from	the	PS5’s	SDD	remotely.	(Remote	downloads
are	also	available	for	PlayStation	4	owners,	but	you	still	cannot	manage	PS4	storage	via	the	PlayStation	app.)To	use	the	remote	download	and	storage	management	options,	you	must	have	the	latest	version	of	the	PlayStation	app	installed.	You	must	also	link	your	PlayStation	Network	account	and	your	PS5	to	the	app.	The	app	runs	you	through	the
setup	process	the	first	time	you	use	it,	but	you’ll	need	to	be	near	your	PS5	to	complete	it.Your	PS5	has	to	be	connected	to	the	internet	and	turned	on	or	in	rest	mode	to	use	the	app	to	download	or	delete	remotely.	It	won’t	work	if	the	console	is	fully	shut	down	or	otherwise	offline.How	to	remotely	download	games	to	your	PS5	(and	PS4)Open	the	“Game
Library”	tab.Select	“Purchased.”Scroll	through	the	collection	then	tap	the	game	you	want	to	download.	Tap	“Download	to	Console.”The	download	will	begin.You’ll	get	a	push	notification	when	the	download	is	complete.You	also	have	the	option	to	immediately	download	games	you	purchase	from	the	app’s	“PS	Store”	section	and	when	you	add	free	PSN
titles	to	your	library	for	the	first	time.To	delete	games	and	apps	from	your	PS5Open	the	“Play”	tab.Tap	the	cog	icon	to	open	the	Settings	menu.	Your	PS5’s	current	storage	space	is	listed	at	the	top	of	the	page.Tap	“Storage”	to	view	a	list	of	items	saved	on	the	PS5’s	SSD.Tap	the	circle	next	to	a	game,	app,	or	other	saved	content	to	select	it.	You	can
select	multiple	items	at	once.When	you’re	ready,	tap	“Delete	games”	then	“Delete”	to	confirm.Wait	a	few	moments	while	the	games	and	apps	are	deleted.Back	out	of	the	menu	when	you’re	done.[SlashGear]	Ever	found	yourself	fumbling	to	get	your	keys	into	a	lock	in	the	dark,	with	your	BlackBerry	in	reach	but	without	a	light?	Or	wondered	just	how
fast	your	BlackBerry	can	download	files	or	upload	images	at	any	given	time?	If	so,	you’ve	come	to	the	right	page.	Over	the	past	weeks	and	months,	I’ve	delivered	a	pile	of	free	BlackBerry	downloads,	my	favorites	of	which	include	free	open	source	software,	Internet	radio	apps,	voice-powered	search	software	and	BlackBerry-Storm-specific	downloads–
even	a	handful	of	apps	recommended	by	Research	In	Motion	(RIM)	executives,	including	Co-CEO	Mike	Lazaridis.	This	week,	I’ve	got	four	more	can’t	miss	BlackBerry	apps	to	offer,	plus	a	game,	all	gratis.	I’m	offering	a	quick	and	easy	way	to	shorten,	copy	and	distribute	Web	page	addresses	on	your	handheld;	a	simple	method	to	gauge	your
BlackBerry’s	download-	and	upload-speeds;	an	upgraded	social	networking	app;	a	built-in	BlackBerry	flash	light;	and	last	but	not	least,	a	mobile	version	of	one	of	the	great,	classic	video	games.	Make	sure	your	‘Berry’s	battery	is	charged	up	and	you’ve	got	some	free	time	on	your	hands,	’cause	you’re	going	to	need	both.	Let’s	face	it:	Some	Web	page
addresses,	or	URLs,	are	simply	too	long	to	manage–especially	using	a	mobile	device,	like	a	BlackBerry.	We’ve	all	tried	to	paste	long	Web	addresses	into	e-mail	messages,	only	to	have	the	links	arrive	broken	and	near-useless	on	the	receiving	end.	Bit.lify	for	BlackBerry	If	you’re	using	a	desktop	computer,	there	are	plenty	of	options	to	quickly	and	easily
shorten	URLs	to	make	them	more	manageable,	the	most	popular	of	which	is	probably,	TinyUrl.com.	However,	shrinking	Web	page	addresses	via	BlackBerry	and	services	like	TinyUrl	isn’t	quite	as	simple,	due	to	the	number	of	pages	you’d	need	to	navigate	through	using	the	less-than-stellar	BlackBerry	browser.	That’s	where	bit.lify	comes	in.	Created
by	Ubiquitous	Systems,	the	company	behind	the	popular	beta	BlackBerry	Twitter	client	SocialScope,	bit.lify	makes	shortening,	sharing–even	tracking–URLs	easy	as	clicking	your	BlackBerry	Menu	key.	Before	installation,	you	should	create	a	bit.ly	account	for	future	access	to	your	usage	history,	tracking	stats	and	personal	preferences.	Once	your
account	is	activated	and	the	app	installed,	bit.lify	appears	as	a	BlackBerry	Menu	option.	To	employ	the	app,	simply	navigate	to	any	page	you	wish	to	“bit.lify,”	click	the	Menu	key–directly	to	the	left	of	your	trackball–and	choose	“bit.lify.”	Bit.lify	for	BlackBerry	Menu	Options	You’ll	then	be	prompted	by	the	app	to	choose	your	URL	distribution	method–E-
mail,	SMS	or	PIN	message–or	you	can	opt	to	simply	copy	the	new,	shortened	page	address.	If	you	elect	to	send	the	URL,	a	message	will	be	generated	within	the	appropriate	app	and	your	new	URL	will	be	pasted	within	the	message	body.	If	you	copy	the	link,	your	“bit.lified”	URL	will	be	available	to	paste	whenever	you’re	ready,	using	the	BlackBerry
Menu	key.	Download	bit.lify	over	the	air	(OTA)	via	BlackBerry	browser.	FREE	CIO	BlackBerry	NewsletterGet	better	use	out	of	your	BlackBerry	and	keep	up-to-date	on	the	latest	developments.	Sign-up	»	2)	BlackBerry	Speedtest:	Gauge	EDGE,	3G	and	Wi-Fi	Download/Upload	Speeds	Xtreme	Labs’	Speedtest	for	BlackBerry	app	is	exactly	what	its	name
suggests:	A	piece	of	software	that	lets	you	test	you	BlackBerry	device’s	wireless	download	and	upload	speeds.	And	it’s	incredibly	easy	to	use.	BlackBerry	Speedtest	Icon	After	downloading	the	app,	you	simply	click	the	Speedtest	icon,	accept	whatever	permissions	requests	the	app	asks	of	you	and	choose	“Start	Speedtest.”	Your	device	will	then
evaluate	your	BlackBerry’s	wireless	network	connection	speeds.	Best	of	all,	the	app	works	with	every	trackball-based	BlackBerry–all	8xxx	series	devices	except	for	the	87xx	family–and	the	Storm	95xx.	And	Speedtest	for	BlackBerry	also	lets	you	test	different	types	of	networks,	including	3G	and	Wi-Fi.	You	can	also	e-mail	your	test	results	by	clicking	the
BlackBerry	Menu	key	after	the	test	is	complete	and	selecting	“E-Mail	Result.”	Speedtest	for	BlackBerry	I’ve	noticed	a	few	minor	bugs	in	the	app,	and	there’s	really	no	good	way	to	specify	which	network	type	you	want	to	evaluate	without	disabling	the	ones	you	don’t,	but	all	and	all,	Speedtest	for	BlackBerry’s	worth	a	look.	Download	Xtreme	Labs’
Speedtest	OTA	using	your	BlackBerry	browser.	3)	MySpace	for	BlackBerry:	Taking	Social	Networking	Mobile	If	you	haven’t	heard	of	social	networking	giant	MySpace	yet,	it’s	unlikely	that	any	number	of	free	BlackBerry	applications	can	help	you	since	you’re	probably	inhabiting	a	cave	somewhere	in	which	wireless	coverage	is	nonexistent.	MySpace
for	BlackBerry	Icon	But	BlackBerry	users	familiar	with	the	social	networking	“fad”	and	all	its	major	players,	including	MySpace,	want	to	listen	up:	RIM	just	released	a	new	version	of	its	popular	MySpace	for	BlackBerry	application,	v1.5.	Just	last	week,	RIM	upgraded	its	MySpace	offering,	and	the	new	version	adds	a	couple	valuable	features,	including
the	ability	to	view	Friend	updates	from	inside	the	app;	modified	and	improved	messaging	options,	so	users	have	more	desktop-app-like	functionality	via	BlackBerry;	and	enhanced	language	support	for	French,	German,	Italian	and	Spanish.	Not	unlike	Facebook	for	BlackBerry,	the	MySpace	app	lets	users	pick	options	from	a	home	screen	menu	to	view
Mail,	Friend	Updates,	Friend	Requests,	Comments,	Friend	Lists	and	Photo	Albums.	MySpace	for	BlackBerry	Initially	released	in	early	November	2008,	MySpace	for	BlackBerry	quickly	shattered	download	records	for	both	RIM	and	the	social	networking	giant,	with	more	than	400,000	downloads	and	upwards	of	15,000,000	messages	sent	within	the
first	week	of	availability.	Download	MySpace	for	BlackBerry	v1.5	OTA	using	your	BlackBerry	Browser.	The	ExtraLight	flashlight	app	for	BlackBerry	is	just	about	as	simple	as	mobile	applications	get,	and	that’s	really	why	I	like	it	so	much.	ExtraLight	for	BlackBerry	Icon	You	simply	surf	on	over	to	The-Wongs.Net	download	page	using	your	BlackBerry	to
install	the	app	and	you’ve	got	a	built-in	flash	light	whenever	you	might	need	one.	After	downloading	and	installing	ExtraLight,	it	appears	in	your	device’s	downloads	folder–assuming	you’re	running	BlackBerry	handheld	OS	v4.6	or	higher–where	you	can	simply	click	its	icon	to	turn	you	BlackBerry’s	LED	indicator	into	a	portable	light.	When	you	wish	to
disable	the	light,	just	hit	the	BlackBerry	Menu	key	and	choose	Close.	ExtraLight	for	BlackBerry	Menu	Screen	The	LED	itself	is	extremely	bright,	but	its	tiny	size	means	the	total	amount	of	“white”	light	it	provides	won’t	exactly	illuminate	a	room.	It	is,	however,	perfect	for	finding	your	way	around	in	a	dark	or	shadowy	space,	and	it	should	make	locating
a	car	or	front	door	lock	in	the	middle	of	the	night	a	heck	of	a	lot	easier.	Note:	ExtraLight	does	it	eat	up	a	lot	of	battery	power,	so	you’ll	want	to	use	it	sparingly–or	become	very	familiar	with	my	BlackBerry	battery-saving	tips.	5)	BBTetris:	One	of	the	Classics	Comes	to	BlackBerry	I	don’t	even	want	to	think	about	how	many	hours	of	my	life	I’ve	wasted
playing	video	games,	but	if	I	had	to	identify	the	titles	that	got	the	most	of	my	time,	various	iterations	of	Tetris	would	surely	make	the	list.	Now,	thanks	to	Papped	and	it’s	free	BB	Tetris	game–donation	are	welcome	and	appreciated,	I’m	sure–the	fun	doesn’t	have	to	stop	when	you	leave	home…as	long	as	you	have	a	BlackBerry,	that	is.	BBTetris	in	Action
Like	previous	versions	of	the	game,	BBTetris	lets	you	move	and	manipulate	falling	blocks	into	formation	for	as	long	as	you	can	before	your	screen	fills	up	and	the	game	ends.	I’m	not	sure	how	many	levels	are	available	in	the	BlackBerry	version–I’ve	only	reached	the	11th	stage–but	there	are	more	than	enough	to	keep	you	occupied	for	a	long	plane	ride.
The	controls	used	in	game	play	include	the	BlackBerry	Q,	A,	S	and	Space	keys,	as	well	as	the	trackball;	A	moves	blocks	to	the	left,	S	to	the	right–the	trackball	is	also	for	horizontal	movement;	the	Q	button	increases	the	speed	of	blocks’	descent;	and	Space	rotates	them.	The	music	is	noteworthy,	as	well.	Tchaikovsky’s	“Dance	of	the	Sugar	Plum	Fairy,”
which	has	appeared	in	almost	every	version	of	Tetris	I’ve	ever	seen,	rotates	between	at	least	a	couple	more	tunes.	You	can	also	turn	the	sound	off	if	you’re	not	a	fan	of	Russian	composers.	BBTetris	High	Scores	And	the	game	keeps	track	of	all	your	best	scores	so	you	can	prove	your	prowess	to	potential	challengers.	Best	of	all:	BBTetris	is	true	to	the
BlackBerry	platform;	the	image	that	sits	behind	the	game	during	play	is	a	large,	BlackBerry	seven-dot	logo.	Note:	BBTetris	is	available	only	for	Pearl	81xx,	Curve	83xx	and	89xx,	88xx	and	Bold	9000	devices.	Download	Papped	BBTetris	game	OTA	via	BlackBerry	browser.FREE	CIO	BlackBerry	NewsletterGet	better	use	out	of	your	BlackBerry	and	keep
up-to-date	on	the	latest	developments.	Sign-up	»
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