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Malarie Gokey/Digital TrendsJust two weeks ago, Google introduced a geolocation feature to Chrome OS 52 so that IT administrators can keep track of company-owned Chromebook devices, locating them no matter where they are across the globe. It’s similar to Android Device Manager, and right now there’s no real feature in Chrome OS that allows
consumers to track down their Chromebooks, too ... or is there? First, back in May, Google announced that its Android-based Google Play store was coming to Chrome OS, meaning Chromebook owners would be able to download and install Android apps on their device. Right now, there are only four Chromebooks that support Google Play: the Asus
Chromebook Flip, the Acer Chromebook R11, the Acer Chromebook C738T, and the Google Chromebook Pixel (2015). A huge list of additional devices that will support Android in late 2016 and into 2017 can be found here. That said, the Asus Chromebook Flip, Acer Chromebook R11, and Google Pixel (2015) running the version of Chrome OS in the
beta channel reportedly have access to Android Device Manager. The latest beta version is 53.0.2785.47 as of August 4, which according to Google, includes feature enhancements, security updates, and bug fixes. If you’'re not familiar with Android Device Manager, it’s a free service offered by Google to track down and manage Android devices.
Granted the device must be powered on to actually find its location, users can force it to make a sound in case it was misplaced nearby. Otherwise, users can lock down the device and reset the password, and erase all data if needed. Naturally, it works best with 3G/4G devices, but Android gadgets connected via Wi-Fi can be spotted, too. To make
sure Android Device Manager is activated, device owners can simply go into the “Settings” app, tap on “Google,” and then tap on “Security.” The virtual switch next to “Remotely locate this device” option in the Android Device Manager section should be switched on (green). The “Allow remote lock and erase” option should be switched on as well if
you want to lock it and erase it from your PC. However, with the Android-supported Chromebooks listed above, they appear on the Android Device Manager map just like any other Android gadget although they’'re reportedly displayed by their code names instead of their actual names. That leads to speculation that support for the device location
service may be accidental, and not an intentional feature. Still, we’d question why Google would pull Android Device Manager support unless it intends to bring its Chrome OS geolocation feature — which is currently offered to the enterprise sector — to the general Chromebook population. Right now, these Chromebooks support the ring and wipe
options served up in the service, although the ring aspect doesn’t make a noise. Instead, the Chromebook screen will grow dark and a notification will flash stating that the device was located. So far, the wipe feature remains untested (for obvious reasons). Hopefully, we’ll see the entire Android Device Manager service as a whole on Chromebooks
soon. That, or the enterprise-based geolocation service opened up to a wider, general audience. Regardless, Chromebooks need some type of geolocation capability for the general consumer so that stolen devices can be locked down and wiped before thieves get their hands on sensitive data. Editors' Recommendations Update: The “unlocked” devices
Netflix is refusing to support may refer to bootloader-unlocked devices rather than carrier-unlocked devices. Carrier unlocking refers to the practice of allowing a device purchased from one company to run on another company’s network, while bootloader unlocking allows a smartphone to run a completely different version of Android (or in some
cases, an entirely different operating system). Not all phone manufacturers lock their bootloader and some manufacturers that do lock their bootloaders don’t lock every single SKU they manufacture. It is unclear if the new Netflix app distinguishes between devices that were unlocked by the end user and devices that were purchased with an
unlocked bootloader from their manufacturers. Thanks to reader Jeff Bowles for catching this possibility.Original Story Below: For years, Android owners who wanted a greater range of freedom when using their devices have had the option to root them. The term refers to “root access,” which gives the end user control over options that the phone’s
manufacturer had previously prevented them from accessing. Rooting can be used to update a device to a different or new OS, remove applications the OEM installed by default, or install special applications that require administrative access and cannot run on a non-rooted device.The vast majority of Android users never bother with rooting their
hardware. But it’s a useful way for power users to keep a device updated after the OEM has abandoned it, or to simply add features and capabilities that weren’t previously available. The majority of applications in the Google Play Store run on rooted or unrooted devices without any problems. Netflix, however, has decided to buck this trend with the
latest version of its own app. The company has confirmed that devices that are not “Google-certified or have been altered” are no longer capable of accessing the mobile service. Disturbingly, this appears to apply to devices that are rooted or unlocked.A Netflix spokesperson told Android Police the following:With our latest 5.0 release, we now fully
rely on the Widevine DRM provided by Google; therefore, many devices that are not Google-certified or have been altered will no longer work with our latest app and those users will no longer see the Netflix app in the Play Store.Now, in theory, this has been done to make certain that Google’s Wildvine DRM technology isn’t bypassed by a rooted
device. But Android Police reports that it’s also blocking devices that have simply been unlocked. There’s a significant difference between the two states. An unlocked device has simply been modified to allow it to be used with multiple carriers, as opposed to rooting, which gives the user much more control over the phone and could theoretically be
used to facilitate piracy. Most phone manufacturers sell unlocked devices on the open market (without any kind of subsidy or discount arrangement) and OEMs often will unlock a device on request, provided it’s fully paid off.But the Netflix application itself hasn’t been prevented from running. It’s the download and store listing that are blocked.
Android Police notes that whether you can download the Netflix app seems linked to a device’s SafetyNet status, not whether it supports Google’s Wildvine DRM. SafetyNet is an API that checks whether the bootloader on a device is locked; AndroidPay is disabled on devices with unlocked bootloaders regardless of whether those devices are rooted or
not.SafetyNet and Wildvine are two distinct technologies, which makes the whole issue rather strange. Netflix is claiming it implemented this change due to Wildvine, but it’s not checking Wildvine status to determine whether to allow installation of Netflix. To get around this problem, if you install Netflix via a website like APKMirror, it still works
normally on an unlocked, rooted device — at least for now.Now read: Why you should (or shouldn’t) root your Android device Updated: 06/06/2021 by Computer Hope First introduced in Windows 95, the Device Manager is a feature of Microsoft Windows that detects and lists hardware devices and their status information. The device driver settings
and information is also stored here. Device Manager is available in Microsoft Windows 95, 98, ME, 2000, 2003, XP, Vista, 7, 8, and 10. Note Computers running macOS do not have the Device Manager utility, but instead have the System Information utility, which is similar to Device Manager. Chromebooks do not have a Device Manager or similar
utility available. Opening the Device Manager To open the Device Manager in Windows 10: or Click Start or press the Windows key. Type devmgmt.msc and press Enter. For information about opening the Device Manager in previous versions of Windows, see: How to open Windows Device Manager. Device Manager categories The Device Manager
window divides all the devices on your computer into categories. To find a specific device, click the arrow next to its icon and category, as shown in the image at the right. Doing so expands that category, listing all its devices. You can then double-click a specific device to view its properties, status, and driver information. Below is a listing of the
device categories with a description of each. Device Category Description Audio inputs and outputs Lists all input and output audio devices. Examples include microphone jacks, internal computer speakers, and USB audio devices. Batteries Displays any batteries detected by Windows. This category only displays ACPI compliant batteries that power
computers. Other batteries, such as a CMOS battery, may be under System devices. Computer This category lists your entire computer as a single device. It should not be necessary for you to make any changes directly to your computer in this listing, and you can safely leave this category alone. CD-ROM Displays detected CD-ROM drives in the
computer. Later versions of Microsoft Windows renamed this category to DVD/CD-ROM drives to help accommodate all the new CD and DVD drives. Disk drives Displays each of the hard disk drives installed in the computer. Display adapters Displays each of the video cards detected in your system. DVD/CD-ROM drives Included in Microsoft Windows
2000 and later, this category is the replacement for the earlier CD-ROM category and displays all CD and DVD drives currently detected or installed by Windows. Floppy disk controllers Displays each of the floppy disk drive controllers detected on the motherboard. Floppy disk drives Displays each of the floppy disk drives currently installed in the
computer. Human Interface Devices Displays any HID devices currently detected by Windows. For example, game controllers and USB devices may be listed in this category. IDE ATA/ATAPI controllers Included in Microsoft Windows 2000 and later, this category displays each of the ATA or ATAPI controllers currently detected on the motherboard.
Earlier versions of Windows listed this category as Hard disk controllers. IEEE 1394 bus host controller Displays any IEEE 1394 controllers on your system. Imaging devices Lists any devices on your system that capture video or images. A laptop's built-in camera is listed here, for example. Keyboards Displays each of the keyboards detected by
Windows. Mice and other pointing devices Included in Microsoft Windows 2000 and later, this category displays each of the computer mice and any other pointing devices detected by Windows. In earlier versions of Windows, this category was called Mouse. Modem Displays each of the computer modems detected by Windows. Monitors Displays each
of the computer monitors detected by Windows. Multi-function adapters This category contains devices that occupy a single location on the system bus, but perform more than one function. A common example of a multi-function device is a combination printer/scanner/fax machine. Network adapters Displays each of the computer network interface
cards detected by Windows. Other Displays any hardware device that is either not installed correctly or cannot be detected by Windows. If devices are listed in this category, they are experiencing connectivity or compatibility issues with the computer. PCMCIA socket Displays a listing of PCMCIA sockets detected by Windows. Ports (COM & LPT)
Displays any COM ports (serial ports) and LPT ports (parallel ports) detected by Windows. This section also displays what COM ports are detected. For example, if you have multiple serial ports, you may see a COM1 and COM?2 and an LPT port may show as an ECP printer port. The COM and LPT ports are configured through the computer's BIOS.
Print queues Lists any print queues used by the system to print documents. This list may also include virtual print devices such as Microsoft Print to PDF and Microsoft XPS Document Writer. Processors Included with Windows 2000 and later, this category displays any processors detected by Windows. If your computer has multiple processors or
processor which support Hyper-Threading, multiple processors may be listed. SCSI controller Displays any SCSI controllers currently detected by Windows. SD host adapters Lists any SD (Secure Digital) host adapters in your system that read and write to media such as an SD Card. Sensors Lists any sensor devices on your system, such as real or
virtual GPS devices. Sound, video, and game controllers Display the computer sound card, video capture devices, codecs, and game controllers currently installed. Note your video card is listed under Display adapters, and not this category. System devices The remainder of the system hardware devices that are not already listed in this section. For
example, this section lists motherboard resources, such as the controllers, PCI bus, system speaker, and system timer. Universal Serial Bus controllers Displays each of the USB devices, controllers, and hubs that are plugged in and currently detected by Windows. Device, Operating system terms, Windows
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