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A	smart	cookie	house	on	mango	street	answer	key

This	section	contains	73	words	(approx.	1	page	at	300	words	per	page)	Esperanza's	mama	constantly	lectures	her	daughter	on	the	importance	of	using	a	brain	to	break	out	of	the	cycle	in	which	she	is	caught.	She	is	smart:	she	speaks	two	languages,	sings	opera,	and	can	do	just	about	anything	except	take	the	subway.	She	doesn't	want	her	daughter	to
wind	up	cooking	all	day	like	her.	She	wants	her	to	be	more.	Topic	Tracking:	Hopes	and	Dreams	9	Copyrights	The	House	on	Mango	Street	from	BookRags.	(c)2021	BookRags,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	LitCharts	assigns	a	color	and	icon	to	each	theme	in	The	House	on	Mango	Street,	which	you	can	use	to	track	the	themes	throughout	the	work.	Esperanza
wants	a	nice	suburban	house	with	a	garden,	like	the	ones	where	her	father	works.	On	the	weekends,	the	family	visits	these	houses	and	dreams	about	moving	there.	Esperanza	has	stopped	going	with	her	family.	She,	too,	would	like	to	live	in	one	of	those	houses,	but	she	is	tired	of	looking	at	what	she	cannot	have.	She	imagines	that	when	she	owns	one
of	these	houses	in	the	future,	she	will	not	forget	where	she	is	from.	When	bums	pass	her	house	she	will	invite	them	in	and	give	them	a	place	to	live	in	her	attic,	because	she	knows,	she	says,	“how	it	is	to	be	without	a	house.”	When	people	think	that	the	squeaking	in	the	attic	is	rats,	she	will	shake	her	head	and	say	it	is	bums.	Summary:	“Beautiful	&
Cruel”	Esperanza	worries	that	she	is	unattractive	and	that	her	looks	will	leave	her	stuck	at	home.	Her	sister,	who	is	more	attractive,	wants	a	husband	to	take	her	away,	but	she	doesn’t	want	to	leave	by	having	a	baby	with	just	any	man,	as	Minerva’s	sister	did.	Esperanza’s	mother	comforts	Esperanza	by	saying	she	will	be	more	beautiful	as	she	gets
older,	but	Esperanza	has	decided	not	to	wait	around	for	a	husband	to	take	her	away.	Instead,	she	wants	to	be	like	the	femme	fatales	in	movies	who	drive	the	men	crazy	and	then	refuse	them.	These	women	do	not	give	their	power	away.	Esperanza’s	way	of	beginning	to	be	like	this	is	to	leave	the	dinner	table	like	a	man,	without	pushing	in	her	chair	or
doing	her	dishes.	Summary:	“A	Smart	Cookie”	Esperanza’s	mother	complains	that	she	could	have	done	something	with	her	life.	She	has	many	skills—she	can	speak	two	languages,	sing,	draw,	and	fix	a	television—but	she	does	not	know	how	to	use	the	subway.	While	making	a	family	meal,	Esperanza’s	mother	sings	along	to	a	Madame	Butterfly	record
she	has	borrowed	from	the	public	library.	She	tells	Esperanza	that	she	needs	to	be	able	to	take	care	of	herself	and	not	just	rely	on	a	man.	She	gives	as	examples	two	of	her	friends,	one	whose	husband	has	left	and	the	other	who	is	a	widow.	Then	she	describes	how	when	she	was	younger	she	dropped	out	of	school,	not	because	she	lacked	intelligence,
but	because	she	was	ashamed	about	not	having	nice	clothes.	She	seems	disgusted	with	her	young	self	and	tells	Esperanza	not	to	be	like	she	was.	Analysis	Esperanza	finally	matures	and	realizes	that	she	needs	to	change	her	strategy	in	trying	to	get	what	she	wants.	She	separates	herself	from	her	family,	refusing	to	go	with	them	to	visit	houses	in	the
suburbs	because	she	no	longer	wants	to	dream	about	a	house.	Rather,	she	wants	to	go	and	get	one.	She	resolves	not	to	forget	her	origins.	Until	this	point,	Esperanza	has	expressed	nothing	but	a	desire	to	leave	her	neighborhood,	never	to	return.	Now	she	dreams	of	letting	homeless	bums	from	the	neighborhood	live	with	her	in	her	imaginary	home
away	from	Mango	Street.	She	has	begun	to	understand	that	her	perfect	suburbs	on	the	hill	are	flawed	because	they	have	no	system	for	including	people	like	her.	Esperanza	suspects	that	if	she	escapes	the	barrio,	she	will	not	be	satisfied	by	a	suburban	world	that	ignores	the	existence	of	less	privileged	people.	Esperanza	decides	how	she’ll	approach
her	future	in	“Bums	in	the	Attic,”	while	in	“Beautiful	&	Cruel,”	she	decides	how	she	will	define	herself	sexually.	Her	new	thoughts,	however,	introduce	new	problems.	Tragic	women	like	Minerva	and	Rafaela	in	the	previous	sections	have	reaffirmed	Esperanza’s	desire	to	be	independent.	As	a	femme	fatale,	Esperanza	can	be	independent	without
ignoring	her	new	sexual	awareness.	She	understands	that	adult	sexuality	is	tied	up	with	independence,	and	that	to	accept	men	is	to	give	up	her	autonomy.	She	also	decides	she	will	not	spend	her	time	doing	petty	tasks	like	washing	the	dishes,	tasks	she	could	spend	time	doing	every	day	without	ever	really	accomplishing	anything.	However,
Esperanza’s	solution	presents	a	problem.	By	standing	up	and	leaving	her	dishes	on	the	table,	she	is	creating	more	work	for	another	woman.	Yet	there	is	no	room	in	Esperanza’s	imagination	to	make	society	fairer	by	asking	that	men	and	women	share	tedious	tasks	like	doing	the	dishes.	In	the	opinion	of	Esperanza’s	mother,	to	be	a	“smart	cookie”	is	not
a	positive	attribute.	She	gives	the	example	of	dropping	out	of	school	because	her	clothes	were	not	nice	as	an	example	of	being	a	“smart	cookie.”	If	you	think	you	are	too	smart	for	school	or	too	smart	to	take	your	mother’s	advice,	her	mother	is	saying,	then	you’ll	end	up	with	a	husband	when	you’re	too	young	and	will	have	no	way	to	escape.	Esperanza
has	to	realize	that	she	is	not	smarter	than	the	women	around	her.	Surrounded	by	clever	and	creative	women,	Esperanza	can	view	none	of	them,	including	her	own	mother,	as	role	models	because	they	are	stuck	on	Mango	Street.	Her	mother	knows	how	to	do	everything	except	take	the	subway—that	is,	she	knows	how	to	do	everything	but	leave.
Esperanza	finds	her	mother’s	frankness	about	her	regrets	surprising,	which	suggests	that	their	relationship	is	not	usually	so	open	and	honest.	Her	mother	compares	her	friends	to	Madame	Butterfly,	a	character	in	an	opera	who	spends	her	life	waiting	for	her	lover	to	return.	This	observation	plays	on	Esperanza’s	earlier	thesis	that	the	Chinese	and	the
Mexicans	do	not	like	their	women	strong.	Support	the	development	of	high	school	close	reading	skills	with	this	set	of	analysis	questions	for	The	House	on	Mango	Street	by	Sandra	Cisneros	with	emphasis	on	the	vignette	titled	"A	Smart	Cookie."	The	variety	of	question	types	also	helps	students	prepare	for	standardized	testing	scenarios:	main	idea
questions,	detail	questions,	author's	craft	questions,	and	more.	An	answer	key	is	included.	Materials	are	made	for	Google	Drive.	If	you	prefer	a	Word	Document	version	of	this	resource,	click	this	link.By	completing	this	exercise,	students	will:Identify	what	the	text	states	explicitly	and	implicitlyCite	textual	evidence	in	support	of	claimsWrite	with	clarity
and	precisionApply	knowledge	of	various	literary	devices	including	verbal	irony,	metaphor,	and	allusionMake	logical	inferences	about	characterization	in	contextAnalyze	the	author's	use	of	figurative	language,	articulating	how	the	qualities	of	morning	glories	relate	to	the	singing	voice	of	Esperanza's	motherAnalyze	the	author's	craft,	articulating	how
word	choices	influence	the	reader's	interpretationAnalyze	why	Esperanza's	mother	believes	Madame	Butterfly	is	a	foolArticulate	how	pride	and	shame	contributed	to	a	character's	life	developmentsAnalyze	and	articulate	character	motivationsCopyright	restrictions	do	not	allow	for	novel	content	to	be	included,	so	the	purchaser	is	responsible	for
providing	students	with	the	text.This	resource	may	serve	as	the	basis	for	small-group	discussions.	Through	these	discussions,	students	decode	language	and	pose/respond	to	questions	relating	to	plot,	broad	topics,	and	character	development,	demonstrating	an	ability	to	analyze	how	complex	characters	transform	and	advance	the	plot	and	themes	by
applying	logic	and	citing	compelling,	meaningful	textual	evidence.	They	will	also	evaluate	their	peers'	reasoning	and	use	of	rhetoric	to	advance	claims,	clarifying	or	challenging	unclear	ideas.	Using	this	resource	for	structured	guidance,	students,	ultimately,	will	present	information,	conclusions,	and	supporting	textual	evidence	clearly,	concisely,	and
appropriately,	thereby	helping	their	peers	comprehend	their	thinking.Similarly	rigorous	close	reading	exercises	are	available	for	a	variety	of	novels:
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