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I	often	use	the	second	half	of	the	first	year	of	writing	program	in	which	I	teach	as	an	opportunity	to	explore	rhetoric	through	different	forms	of	narration,	including	poetry.	In	particular,	I	include	a	short	unit	of	creative	non-fiction,	especially	as	a	way	to	question	our	expectations	and	obligations	to	the	truth	(whatever	it	means)	in	the	narrative.	I
encourage	my	students	to	notice	how	a	writer's	"voice"	could	change	from	fiction	to	creative	non-fiction,	or,	more	significantly,	how	it	might	not	change.	V.S.	Naipaul's	The	Middle	Passage	provides	a	perfect	feed	for	our	discussion.	The	book	is	a	fundamental	example	of	modern	travel	writing,	but	I	concentrate	on	the	first	two	essays	in	which	Naipaul,
who	now	lives	in	London,	makes	the	journey	back	by	sea	to	the	West	Indies,	the	central	passage,	and	arrives	at	his	home	town	of	Trinidad.	The	island	is	the	backdrop	for	most	of	Naipaul's	fiction,	including	the	related	stories	of	Miguel	Street,	told	in	person	by	an	unnamed	narrator	who	treats	the	Motley	crew	of	characters	on	his	road	owner	with	an
unparalleled	respect	and	appreciation:	A	stranger	could	drive	through	Miguel	Street	and	simply	say	"Slum"!	Why?	Why?	©	He	couldn't	see	anything	else.	But	we	who	lived	there	saw	our	way	as	a	world,	where	everyone	was	very	different	from	everyone	else.	The	man	was	crazy;	George	was	stupid;	Big	Foot	was	a	bully;	Hat	was	an	adventurer;	Popo
was	a	philosopher;	But	returning	to	Port-of-Spain	in	The	Middle	Passage,	Naipaul	himself	could	have	been	one	of	those	people	who	fired	him	as	a	mere	slum,	describing	the	country	as	unimportant,	uncreative,	cynical.	without	having	taste	or	style	of	their	own.	Both	these	versions	of	Trinidad	seem	so	real	when	we	read	them.	Which	is	closer	to	the
truth?	This	line	of	questioning	allows	us	to	consider	the	role	of	storytelling	in	creative	non-fiction,	identifying	the	narrator	as	a	completely	different	device	from	the	writer.	What	we	think	of	Naipaul	the	writer	does	not	necessarily	have	to	color	as	we	read	him	as	a	writer.	Usually,	this	idea	seems	obvious	to	my	students,	who	are	all	sophisticated	critical
thinkers	able	to	separate	their	emotional	reactions	from	their	intellectual	work.	At	this	point,	I	share	a	bit	more	about	Naipaul	the	writer.	In	addition	to	his	often	frightening	and	hypercritical	remarks	about	the	West	Indies,	he	(in)famously	said	that	women	are	prevented	from	being	the	literary	equal	of	men	because	of	their	sentimentality,	their	close
view	of	the	world.	Most	rational	people	disintegrate	with	this	feeling	to	the	point	of	disgust.	At	this	point	we	read	the	essay	again.	What?	of	different?	How	have	our	impressions	changed	or	not?	I	encourage	my	students	to	pay	attention	to	the	ways	in	which	language	is	linked	in	identity,	as	rhetoric	can	be	used	to	project	iterations	of	our	self	on	the
page	and	in	world.	It's	a	nuance	I	need	to	remember	constantly.	Naipaul	has	a	complex	heritage	in	Trinidad;	He	is	probably	one	of	the	most	experienced	writers	of	the	20th	century,	our	only	Nobel	Laureate	in	literature.	But	Naipaul	himself	has	everything	but	denied	Trinidad	as	the	land	of	his	birth.	Reading	naipaul	often	leaves	me	disconnected.	I
don't	understand	how	someone	who	writes	so	beautifully	on	the	page	could	say	such	bad	things	on	the	place	where	he	was	born.	And	yet	I	also	left	the	island	and	did	not	return.	One	of	the	first	people	that	Naipaul	introduces	in	the	middle	passage	is	a	man	named	Mr.	Mackay,	who	complains,	â€	"You	cannot	blame	some	people	for	not	wanting	to	call
back	Western	Indians.	wrote	a	paper	that	charts	my	continuous	attempt	to	reconcile	my	existence	as	a	citizen	who	feels	more	at	home	in	another	country.	Trinidad	is	a	unique	and	beautiful	island,	perched	three	miles	off	the	coast	of	Venezuela	at	the	southern	tip	of	the	West	India	Archipelago.	The	country	is	rich	in	different	cultures,	food,	music,
festivals.	The	beaches	admit	that	they	are	not	the	best	in	the	Caribbean,	but	they	are	still	magnificent,	and	its	location	so	close	to	the	mainland	(in	addition	to	applying	a	fossil	fuel	industry)	creates	a	vibrant	set	of	flora	and	fauna	that	support	a	small	but	growing	eco-tourism	business.	Locals	joke	that	God	must	live	somewhere	on	the	island	to	be	so
enchanted.	I	don't	know	about	God,	but	certainly	many	of	his	followers	do,	which	in	part	gave	a	hostile	place	to	grow	like	a	gay	man.	In	part	because	of	its	colonial	history,	partly	because	of	its	religiously	conservative	culture,	and	partly	because	it	is	still	happening	as	a	relatively	young	republic	...	the	final	result	is	that	I	fled	the	island	and	made	a	new
home	for	myself	in	Connecticut,	Where	can	I	get	married	to	the	man	I	love	without	fear	of	legality	or	other	reprisal.	And	that's	why	I	love	teaching	Naipaul's	essay.	It	reminds	me	and	my	students	that	reading	can	be	complicated	and	conflicts.	It	helps	me	to	demonstrate	the	importance	of	critical	reading	that	recognizes	and	embraces	the	reader's
responsibility	to	be	aware	of	its	prejudices.	Every	time	I	read	from	the	central	passage	I	learn	something	new,	about	writing,	and	myself	...	which	ultimately	is	what	I	want	for	my	students.	[Bleep]	Colin	Hosten's	work	appeared	in	such	stores	as	the	review	of	the	essay,	the	daily	essay,	out	magazines,	Spry	Letterary	and	Brevity	Blog.	He	is	a	book	writer
and	a	freelance	children's	book	editor	and	teaches	in	the	university	writing	program	at	Fairfield	University.	She	lives	in	Connecticut	with	her	husband	and	their	dog.	1962	Book	from	V.	S.	Naipaulnot	to	be	confused	with	the	central	passage	(Romance).	First	edition	(Macmillan	editor)	The	central	passage:Revised	Caribbean	is	a	length	essay	of	the	book
of	1962	and	the	travel	journal	of	V.	S.	Naipaul.	It	is	his	first	long	work	in	the	book	of	non-fiction.	[1]	The	book	covers	a	year's	journey	in	naipaul	Trinidad,	British	Guiana,	Suriname,	Martinique	and	Jamaica	in	1961.	In	addition	to	giving	its	impressions,	Naipaul	refers	to	the	work	of	previous	travellers	like	Patrick	Leigh	Fermor,	who	described	a	similar
route	in	The	Traveller's	Tree	(1950).	Naipaul	addresses	a	number	of	topics	including	the	legacy	of	slavery	and	colonialism,	race	relations,	immigrant	roles	from	India	in	different	countries,	and	differences	in	language,	culture	and	economy.	The	book	was	badly	received	in	Trinidad	and	other	Caribbean	nations,	due	to	Naipaul's	"paternity	attitude"
towards	these	colonies	and	former	colonies,	its	apparent	approval	of	imperialism,	and	for	other	reasons.	SECOND	Gillian	Dooley	(2006).	V.S.	Naipaul,	Man	and	Writer.	University	of	South	Carolina	Press.	PE	DOC	A	2-270/87	Report	drawn	up	on	behalf	of	the	Committee	on	Economic	and	Monetary	Affairs	and	Industrial	Policy	on	the	proposal	from	the
Commission	to	the	Council	(COM(87)	388	final	-	C3-0070/88(CNS)))	for	a	Council	Regulation	amending	Regulation	(EEC)	No	3764/88	on	the	common	organization	of	the	market	in	agricultural	products	(presented	by	the	Commission)	This	article	on	a	travel	book	is	a	stub.	You	can	help	Wikipedia	by	expanding	it.vte	This	postcolonialism	article	is	a
stube.	You	can	help	Wikipedia	by	expanding	it.vte	URL	consulted	on	19	February	2012.	^	Skip	to	main	content	Contact	us	|	Permissions	|	UF	Technologies	|	Statistics	|	Internal	|	Privacy	Policy	|	RSS	|	ADA/Accessibility	Skip	to	main	search	results	ON	Group	Hardcover.	It	is	well	in	very	good	dust	shirt	(price	of	rotation	intact)	with	some	small	tears
professionally	closed.	With	a	blue	ribbon	point	marker	>	The	14th	title	of	Picador's	Travel	Classics,	a	sadly	short	but	fine	series	(just	17	highlights	of	the	XIX	and	XX	century),	all	with	impressive	Jane	Poulton	jacket	designs,	and	many	with	an	informative	introduction	of	a	fellow	travel	writer.	This	title	of	Naipaul	has	only	a	brief	preface	to	the	original
edition,	and	a	comment	added	by	him	for	this	edition.	Hardcover.	Condition:	Good.	Dust	Jacket	Condition:	Poor.	First	edition.	First	edition	of	the	United	States.	It's	also	a	first	print.	The	pages	are	clean	and	unmarked.	Most	wear	is	in	the	dust	jacket.	The	jacket	has	a	big	splinter;	There	are	two	2	inch	chips	missing	from	the	lower	spine	angle.	The
upper	edges	of	the	dust	jacket	as	rough	a	small	tears	exhibition	are	chips.	The	inside	of	the	front	jacket	flap	has	the	cut	price.	The	jacket	is	now	protected	by	a	cover.	The	book	itself	is	in	good	condition	and	shows	only	the	minor	fox	at	the	edge	of	the	long	page.	Hardcover.	Condition:	Close	to	Fine.	1st	Edition.	First	edition	of	the	United	States,	first
printing.	A	fine	near	book	(tiny,	the	clean	ink	name	at	the	top	of	the	front	page,	missing	the	dust	shirt.	Nice	mapand	pastedowns.	232	pages.	The	first	edition	so,	eighth	hardcover	(VG+)	in	d/w	(VG+):	all	our	specials	have	a	minimum	description	to	continue	listing	them	feasible.	They	are	at	least	copies	of	the	reading,	complete	and	under	reasonable
conditions,	but	usually	second-hand;	They	are	often	higher	examples.	Order	more	than	one	will	reduce	overall	shipping	costs.	Hard	cover.	Condition:	As	New.	Dust	Jacket	Condition:	Very	good+.	First	edition	of	the	United	States.	First	press.	Complete	dark	brown	bread	of	the	editor	with	writings	yelling	on	the	spine,	light	blue	topstain,	wallpaper	map.
The	volume	is	in	perfect	condition,	untouched,	unmarked,	narrow,	square	and	clean.	The	non-tilted	dust	jacket	is	slightly	rubbed	on	the	bottom	of	the	spine,	and	has	some	small	powder	marks	on	the	lower	edge	of	the	back	cover	alone.	AS	NEW/	VERY	GOOD+.	8vo	8"-	9"	high.	232-pp	Cloth.	Condition:	Good.	Dust	Jacket	Condition:	Near	Fine.	First
edition.	The	first	American	edition,	published	by	Macmillan	in	1963.	Note	well,	dust	jacket	brings	a	slight	scrape	to	the	edges	and	light	spoting	to	the	white	rear	panel.	Hardcover!	Condition:	Good.	Dust	Jacket	Condition:	Near	Fine.	Jacket	Design	by	William	Belcher	(illustrator).	First	edition.	The	first	American	edition,	first	print	of	the	author's	first
travel	book.	The	book,	in	good	condition,	is	found	in	a	nearby	dust	shirt:	completely	infamous	(uncommon	even	as	such),	not	enlarged	and	glued	($5.00).	There	are	a	couple	of	small	areas	carved	(each	about	1"x	1/4)	on	the	frontal	panel	and	a	small	one	near	the	base	of	the	spine	from	the	removal	of	adhesives,	a	little	light	wear	at	the	extremities	and
corners	of	the	spine,	and	a	small	chip	at	the	top	left	corner	of	the	frontal	panel.	The	jacket	is	bright	and	clean	and	looks	nice	under	its	(supplied)	mylar	jacket	protector.	Hardcover!	Condition:	Good.	Dust	Jacket	Condition:	End.	1st	edition.	Published	in	New	York	by	Macmillan	in	1963.	First	edition	of	the	United	States.	Book	near	the	end,	slight	wear	on
the	spine.	DJ	near	the	end,	slight	wear	at	the	extremities	and	corners	of	the	spine.	The	price	of	DJ	deals	reads	"$5.00".	The	first	edition	of	this	work,	"which	belongs	to	the	same	category	as	Lawrence's	books	on	Italy,	Greene's	on	West	Africa	and	Pritchett's	on	Spain"	(New	Statesman).	Eight,	original	fabric,	cartography.	Boldly	signed	by	V.S.	Naipaul
on	the	title	page.	Name	on	the	front	wallpaper	free	of	charge	and	stamp	on	the	half-title	page,	near	end	in	a	dust	jacket	near	end.	William	Belcher's	jacket	design.	In	the	1960s,	the	Trinidad	government	invited	V.	S.	Naipaul	to	revisit	his	homeland	and	record	his	impressions.	In	this	classic	of	modern	travel	writing	he	created	a	deft	and	remarkably
prescient	portrait	of	Trinidad	and	four	adjacent	Caribbean	societies	-counties	infested	by	the	inheritance	of	slavery	and	colonialism	and	so	accurately	defined	by	the	rules	of	the	Empire	that	can	scarcely	believe	that	the	Empire	is	ending.	In	The	Middle	Passage,	Naipaul	watches	an	audience	of	films	Trinidad	greeting	the	appearance	of	Humphrey
Bogart	with	shouts	of	"That	is	the	man!"	ventures	into	a	shack	of	Trinidad	so	insalubrious	that	the	locals	call	it	the	Gaza	Strip.	Following	a	racial	election	campaign	in	British	Guiana	(now	Guyana)	he	marvels	at	the	Gallic	claim	of	Martinique	society,	which	maintains	the	pretence	that	its	streets	are	extensions	of	the	national	routes	of	France.	E	tells	the
ghastly	episodes	of	the	colonial	past	of	the	region	and	shows	how	they	continue	to	inform	its	language,	its	politics	and	its	values.	The	result	is	a	work	of	Romantic	vivacity	and	dazzling	insight	that	shows	Naipaul	at	the	height	of	his	powers.	"Naipaul	travels	with	the	artist's	eye	and	ear	and	his	observations	are	acutely	discerning"	(Evelyn	Waugh).
Waugh.
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