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Streaming	video	plays	a	big	role.	Lots	of	people	subscribe	to	Netflix,	Hulu,	VRV,	and	even	YouTube	as	their	main	streaming	video	services.	However,	there	are	still	many	people	who	have	video	files	on	their	phones.	Watching	movies	isn't	as	complicated	as	it	used	to	be.	Most	of	the	video	playback	applications	can	play	the	most	popular	video	codecs
without	any	problem.	That	is,	unless	you	are	using	some	weird	codec.	Even	if	you	use	it,	you	still	have	plenty	of	chances	to	see	it.	Let's	take	a	look	at	the	best	Android	video	playback	apps.	Kodi	is	a	good	option	that	we	don't	include	in	this	list	as	it	works	more	like	a	media	player.	A	link	to	this	list	is	provided	at	the	bottom	of	this	article.	Best	Android
Video	Player	App	AllCast	is	a	video	player	that	specializes	in	sending	locally	stored	content	to	Chromecast,	Roku,	Apple	TV,	Xbox	360	/	One	and	other	DLNA	compatible	devices.	Besides	movies,	it	also	supports	other	types	of	media.	It	has	a	bit	of	a	tough	start,	but	has	quickly	grown	to	become	one	of	the	most	reliable	streaming	apps	out	there.	The	free
version	has	a	content	limit	of	five	minutes	while	the	pro	version	has	no	limit.	You	can	also	turn	your	Android	device	into	an	AllCast	receiver	(which	it	can	transmit)	using	the	AllCast	Receiver	app.	Archos	is	one	of	the	most	popular	video	playback	apps	for	Android.	It	supports	most	types	of	video	files,	including	MKV,	MP4,	AVI,	WMV,	FLV,	etc.,	as	well
as	various	types	of	subtitle	files,	such	as	SRT,	SUB,	ASS	(yes,	really),	SMI,	and	more.	Other	features	like	server	and	NAS	support,	external	USB	storage	support	and	more	are	of	course	available.	The	app	also	has	a	relatively	modern	interface,	simple	controls,	and	information	from	sites	like	IMDb,	themovieedb.org,	and	more.	In	practice,	we	didn't	find
any	real	problems	with	this,	although	some	reviewers	on	Google	Play	did	notice.	In	any	case,	it's	a	good	choice	with	the	cheap	pro	version.	Joe	Hindy	/	Android	AuthorityBSPlayer	has	been	around	for	over	a	yearvideo	player	app	and	is	still	one	of	the	best	out	there.	It	offers	multi-core	hardware	decoding,	hardware-accelerated	playback	and	support	for
streaming	from	network	devices	(DLNA).	It	comes	with	subtitle	support,	the	ability	to	play	files	from	compressed	formats,	and	you	can	even	create	a	pop-up	window	if	you	want.	The	free	version	is	ad-supported	but	has	all	the	features.	Additional	plugins	are	also	available	for	even	better	support.	The	full	version	costs	$5.99.	Price:	Free	with	in-app
purchases	LocalCast	is	an	AllCast	competitor	and	performs	many	of	the	same	functions.	This	includes	streaming	media	from	your	device	to	a	Chromecast,	Xbox	360/One,	Roku,	Fire	Stick	or	Apple	TV.	Along	with	AllCast,	it	allows	you	to	stream	from	cloud	storage	(Google	Drive,	Dropbox)	and	should	work	on	most	DLNA	compatible	devices.	It	only	has
codecs	supported	by	Chromecast.	This	should	be	true	for	most	major	codecs	today.	However,	it	is	one	of	the	few	respected	video	player	apps	that	performs	this	function.	MX	Player	has	long	been	one	of	the	most	popular	video	playback	applications.	It	supported	multiple	formats	long	before	other	video	playback	apps	and	was	one	of	the	first	to	include
things	like	hardware	decoding,	hardware	accelerated	playback,	and	other	such	features.	It	still	has	all	of	those	things,	plus	gesture	controls	(including	pinch	to	zoom),	subtitle	support,	parental	controls	so	your	kids	can	watch	Disney	movies,	and	it	supports	almost	every	codec	out	there.	Like	MoboPlayer,	it	comes	with	additional	plugins	that	add
additional	features	when	needed.	Price:	Free	/	$4.99	/	$4.99/month	Plex	is	currently	the	best	answer	to	what	to	do	with	tons	of	movies	on	your	phone	and	only	32GB	of	space.	Plex	allows	you	to	set	up	a	server	on	your	computer	and	then	stream	content	from	your	computer	to	your	smartphone.	It	is	a	bit	unique	from	othersplayers,	but	also	does	not
require	your	files	to	be	stored	on	the	device.	This	frees	up	valuable	storage	space	for	other	things.	The	service	is	free,	the	mobile	app	costs	$4.99,	and	you	can	get	an	additional	subscription	for	$4.99	a	month	to	unlock	all	Plex	Pass	features.	VLC	has	quickly	become	one	of	the	must-have	video	playback	apps.	It	has	some	unique	features	including	the
ability	to	stream	videos	if	you	have	the	URL.	It	can	also	play	some	obscure	video	formats	like	DVD	ISO.	Unlike	most,	it	also	has	all	the	built-in	codecs	without	downloading	additional	plugins.	Other	features	include	subtitle	support,	full	media	support	(including	audio),	multi-track	audio,	and	more.	There	is	also	a	beta	version	if	you	want	to	try	out	the
latest	features.	Video	Player	All	Formats	is	a	basic	video	player	app.	It	is	also	something	like	a	rough	diamond.	Supports	most	video	codecs.	Some	other	features	include	Chromecast	support,	night	mode,	privacy	folder,	and	variable	speed	playback	controls.	It	seems	to	have	ticked	all	the	boxes	during	our	testing.	In	addition,	there	are	no	banner	ads,
although	they	are	available	elsewhere.	You	can	unlock	the	ad-free	version	for	$3.99.	He's	definitely	one	of	the	weakest	in	our	top	10,	but	still	good	enough	to	be	here.	Xender	is	a	combination	file	transfer	app	and	video	player.	You	can	share	music	and	videos	with	people	in	your	area	without	using	mobile	data.	Moreover,	the	app	can	play	most	movies
and	music	files	without	much	effort.	This	makes	it	a	decent	option	for	this	sort	of	thing,	although	it	doesn't	have	any	of	the	advanced	display	or	playback	controls	that	many	dedicated	video	playback	apps	have.	This	is	a	good	solution	for	those	who	need	to	share	media	with	friends	and	then	watch	or	listen	to	that	media.	It's	free	and	surprisingly
popular.	The	default	video	player	on	your	device	works	greatsince	ancient	times.	Today	they	play	almost	everything.	You	already	have	it	in	the	app	drawer.	It	already	takes	up	disk	space	and	is	usually	impossible	to	get	rid	of.	You	might	as	well	at	least	give	it	the	old	college	try.	Overall,	Android	gets	better	support	for	video	codecs	every	year,	including
HDR	VP9,	​​starting	with	Android	Pie.	OEMs	usually	provide	support	for	all	of	these	things	in	a	standard	video	player.	Some	of	them	can	even	play	streams	like	VLC.	Definitely	give	it	a	try	before	you	move	on	to	something	else.	This	is	usually	the	path	of	least	resistance.	1	Open	the	Spotify	app.	The	Spotify	app	icon	is	green	with	three	curved	black	lines.
2	In	the	bottom	navigation	menu,	click	Search.	At	the	bottom	of	the	app,	you'll	see	a	menu	with	three	icons.	Tap	the	search	icon,	which	is	a	magnifying	glass.	3	Under	Browse	All,	scroll	down	to	Videos.	Below	the	search	bar	you	will	see	a	series	of	colored	boxes	with	labels.	Scroll	down	to	the	Browse	All	section	and	tap	on	the	Videos	section,	which	is
blue.	4	Browse	through	the	recommended	programs	to	find	the	one	that	interests	you.	Spotify	Studios	has	produced	plenty	of	shows	for	you	to	watch.	Go	to	the	program	selection	page	and	select	the	one	you	want	to	watch.	Click	on	a	show	to	play	it.	5	In	the	All	Videos	list,	tap	the	episode	you	want	to	watch.	You	will	be	redirected	to	the	main	page	of
the	program.	All	episodes	are	organized	into	a	kind	of	playlist.	Start	with	the	first	episode	or	scroll	down	to	find	the	episode	you	want	to	watch.	6	Search	for	a	specific	video	by	entering	a	search	term	in	the	search	box.	Go	to	the	top	of	the	screen	and	tap	the	search	bar	to	find	a	video.	Tap	on	the	search	result	that	says	Video	Episode	below	it.	7	Click
the	up	arrow	to	expand	the	video.	Tap	the	up	arrow	on	the	left	side	of	the	app,	just	above	the	bottom	menu.	Ask	a	Question	This	article	was	co-authored	by	wikiHow	staff.	Our	trained	editorial	teamResearchers	check	articles	for	accuracy	and	completeness.	WikiHow's	content	management	team	closely	monitors	our	editorial	work	to	ensure	that	each
article	is	backed	by	credible	research	and	meets	our	high	quality	standards.	This	article	has	been	viewed	15,103	times.	Contributors:	4	Updated:	June	24,	2020	Views:	15,103	Thank	you	to	all	the	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	15,103	times.	Even	if	your	phone	has	a	built-in	media	player,	VLC	doesn't	have	anything	on	it.	The	popular
third-party	video	player	supports	virtually	all	codecs	and	file	formats,	and	better	yet,	you	can	use	it	to	stream	movies,	shows,	and	other	video	files	from	your	computer	to	your	phone.	With	media	loaded	onto	your	Windows	PC,	you	can	easily	play	music	or	videos	on	your	phone	or	tablet.	Next,	let's	look	at	how	to	set	up	sharing	on	a	Windows	PC	to
stream	with	VLC	for	Android.	Both	devices	must	be	on	the	same	local	network	to	use	this	feature,	but	it's	a	great	way	to	access	your	personal	movie	library	from	anywhere	in	your	home.	Don't	Miss:	The	4	Best	Phones	to	Watch	Netflix	and	Stream	Videos	Quickly	First,	install	the	VLC	app	on	your	Android	device,	which	you	can	download	from	the	link
below.	Install	VLC	for	Android	for	free	from	Google	Play	Store.	Before	we	get	too	far,	it's	a	good	idea	to	enable	VLC's	background	playback	option	so	you	can	listen	to	the	audio	after	exiting	the	app.	Whether	you're	streaming	media	over	a	network	or	playing	a	local	file,	it's	easy	to	achieve	by	turning	on	a	small	setting.	To	do	this,	go	to	"Settings"	in
VLC's	side	navigation	menu,	check	the	box	next	to	"Play	videos	in	background"	and	you're	done.	Although	VLC	can	use	different	protocols	for	streaming,	the	easiest	way	to	achieve	this	feat	is	by	sharing	a	homegroup.	To	do	this	you	may	need	to	change	some	settings	on	your	Windows	computer	if	you	are	not	already	using	this	feature.Windows	Control
Panel	and	select	"Network	and	Sharing"	(or	"Network	and	Internet").	Click	on	the	"Homegroup"	link	here.	If	you	haven't	set	up	a	homegroup,	you'll	need	to	click	the	"Create	Homegroup"	button	to	get	started.	After	the	initial	request	with	an	explanation	of	HomeGroup,	you	will	have	the	option	to	choose	what	you	want	to	share.	I	recommend	sharing
music	and	videos	because	VLC	is	used.	After	clicking	"Next"	you	will	receive	a	password	that	will	allow	other	Windows	computers	to	access	these	files,	but	this	is	not	required	for	the	VLC	application,	so	click	the	"Finish"	button.	Once	the	setup	process	is	complete,	you'll	be	returned	to	the	main	homegroup	settings	screen,	so	click	on	the	"Allow	all
devices	on	this	network,	such	as	TVs	and	game	consoles,	to	play	my	shared	content"	link.	Here,	uncheck	"Allowed"	in	the	"Media	programs	on	this	computer	and	remote	connections..."	box,	because	this	is	not	required	for	this	service.	When	you're	done,	click	"Next"	to	finish.	From	now	on,	whenever	you	want	to	transfer	a	media	file	from	your
computer	to	your	Android	device,	start	by	opening	the	VLC	app	on	your	Android	device.	From	there,	navigate	to	the	side	navigation	menu	and	select	the	"Local	Area	Network"	link.	As	long	as	both	devices	are	connected	to	the	same	network,	you	should	see	your	computer	name	next	to	the	folder	icon.	Open	it,	navigate	to	where	your	media	is	stored
and	tap	on	the	file	to	listen	or	watch	it	with	VLC,	it	really	is	that	easy!	Don't	Miss:	All	of	our	VLC	101	guides	will	keep	your	connection	secure	without	a	monthly	bill.	Get	a	lifetime	VPN	Unlimited	subscription	for	all	your	devices	with	a	one-time	purchase	from	the	new	Gadget	Hacks	Shop	and	watch	Hulu	or	Netflix	without	regional	restrictions,	improve
your	public	network	security,	and	more.	Buy	Now	(80%	off)	>	Other	great	deals:	cover	photo	and	screenshots	by	Dallas	Thomas	/	Gadget	Hacks	Hacks
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